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Where second  l o w  b i d d e r  p r o t e s t i n g  agency  
d e c i s i o n  t o  permit c o r r e c t i o n  of m i s t a k e  i n  
low b i d  c o n d i t i o n s  an e x t e n s i o n  of i t s  b i d  
a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  o n  an  e s c a l a t i o n  of i t s  
b i d  pr ice ,  t h a t  b i d d e r  becomes i n e l i g i b l e  
f o r  award and t h e r e f o r e  is  n o t  an  i n t e r e s t e d  
p a r t y  unde r  GAO Bid  P ro te s t  P r o c e d u r e s .  

S. J. Groves  & Sons  Company pro tes t s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of 
t h e  U.S. Army Corps  of E n g i n e e r s  t o  p e r m i t  I d e k e r ,  I n c . ,  
t o  correct a m i s t a k e  i n  i t s  b i d  s u b m i t t d  i n  r e s p o n s e  to  
i n v i t a t i o n  for b i d s  N o ,  DACW41-82-B-0002 i s s u e d  by t h e  
Kansas  C i t y  District  of t h e  Corps  for the e x c a v a t i o n  and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a d i v e r s i o n  c h a n n e l .  
e 

S. J. Groves ,  t h e  second l o w  b i d d e r ,  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  
because t h e  e v i d e n c e  I d e k e r  s u b m i t t e 6  i n  support  of i t s  
claim f a i l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  e i t h e r  t h a t  a m i s t a k e  o c c u r r e d  
or t h e  amount of I d e k e r ' s  i n t e n d e d  b i d ,  b i d  c o r r e c t i o n  
should n o t  be p e r m i t t e d .  For  t h e  reasons t h a t  follow, w e  
dismiss  t h e  protest .  

Bid o p e n i n g  was h e l d  on  March 1 7 ,  1982 and b i d s  had 
been  e x t e n d e d ' a  number of times t o  p e r m i t  t h e  Corps  t o  
c o n s i d e r  I d e k e r ' s  claim and o u r  O f f i c e  to  c o n s i d e r  
G r o v e s '  protest .  Kowever, a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  Corps' most 
r e c e n t  r e q u e s t  for a 30-day b i d  e x t e n s i o n ,  S. J. Groves  
sent a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  agency s t a t i n g  i n  p a r t :  

"*  * * we are  u n a b l e  t o  k e e p  some p r i c e s  
f i r m  b e c a u s e  of i n c r e a s e s  i n  l a b o r ,  some 
materials,  and s u b c o n t r a c t s .  We d e e p l y  
r e g r e t  t h a t  w e  are  f o r c e d  to  escalate  some 
i t ens ,  b u t  we are  t r y i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  a 
p r o f i t a b l e  pos ture  i n  our b u s i n e s s .  
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" * * * we w i l l  e x t e n d  t h e  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
* * * sub jec t  to  y o u r  a g r e e m e n t  t o  p a y  a n  
e q u i t a b l e  a d j u s t m e n t  on  labor, materials and 
equipment . "  

G e n e r a l l y ,  a p a r t y ' s  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a b i d  
p ro t e s t ,  w i t h o u t  a formal e x t e n s i o n  of i t s  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
p e r i o d ,  t o l l s  t h a t  p e r i o d  u n t i l  t h e  protest  is r e s o l v e d .  
M i s s i o n  Van & Storage C o o l  I n c .  and PI 
V e n t u r e ,  53  Comp. Gen. 775 ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  74-1 CPD 195. 
Protesters,  however ,  are  n o t  o b l i g a t e d  to e x t e n d  t h e i r  
b i d s  and  may. by  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  place t h e  agency  o n  n o t i c e  
t h a t  t h e y  a re  u n w i l l i n g  to e x t e n d .  .Iu See 52 Comp.  Gen. 863 
(1973). Here, S. J. Groves  f o r m a l l y  e x t e n d e d  i t s  b i d  
a c c e p t a n c e  pe r iod ,  b u t  c o n d i t i o n e d  i t s  e x t e n s i o n  upon a n  
e s c a l a t i o n  of i t s  p r i c e .  B i d d e r s  a r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
r e v i s e  t h e i r  b i d  prices when g r a n t i n g  a n  e x t e n s i o n ,  as  
t h i s  is  t a n t a m o u n t  to  s u b m i t t i n g  a second b i d  a f t e r  b i d  
o p e n i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s .  SO 
Comp. Gen. 383 ( 1 9 7 0 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we c a n  only view t h e  
S .  J. Groves  l e t t e r  a s  a r e f u s a l  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  b i d  as  
o r i g i n a l l y  s u b m i t t e d .  
has e x p i r e d ,  S .  J. Groves  is n o t  e l i g i b l e  to  r e c e i v e  
award  of t h e  c o n t r a c t  and u n d e r  o u r  p ro tes t  p r o c e d u r e s  is 
n o  l o n g e r  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  e l i g i b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i ts  
protest .  Murphree ti L i s l e ,  Inc., __I B-198210, July 18, 

S i n c e  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  b i d  t h e r e f o r e  

1980, 80-2-cPD236. 

The p ro te s t  is d i s m i s s e d .  

A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  




